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March 7, 2006

To: All TWU Local Presidents
Re:  Update on President Michael T. O’Brien

Dear Sisters and Brothers:

As you are aware, President Michael T. O"Brien has been out of the office since late
December 2005 for health reasons. In late January 2006, President O’ Brien asked me
to take over as Acting President. Over the last month, President (’Brien has kept us
up-to-date on his health condition with the hope of returning to work within a
reasonable time frame.

Last Thursday, March 2, 2006, while I was attending the AFL-CIO Meetings in
California, President O’Brien called to advise me that for personal reasons he will not
be returning to work and he will retire at the end of March 2006. President O’Brien
assured me that his health condition is not life threatening which caused a great relief.
Inotified our senior officers, but due to respect for our entire staff I did not want to put
out any correspondence until I had the opportunity to call a special staff meeting and
notify our staff in person. I met with our staff yesterday after our COPE/Legislative
Conference in Washington, D.C.

Over the next few weeks I will be meeting with the top Officers, Directors and
Department Heads to discuss some changes in assignments. It is my intention to have
all changes in place by the end of the month. In order to complete a smooth transition,
I trust we can count on your support as we move forward. You will be notified of any
further changes once they are fully consummated and approved by the International
Executive Council where required under the TWU International Constitution.

Lastly, I ask that everyone keep President O’ Brien in your prayers. This letter may be
shared with your officers, staff and members.

Fraternadly and in solidarjty,

ames EL Lﬁttl

Acting International President
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